SELECTION OF THE COUNTY SEAT 
OR SEAT OF JUSTICE. 

In purauance of an Act of the General Assembly, we the Com- 
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Abraham McNeel 
John Bradshaw 
James Tollman 
John Jorain 
Jacob Warwick 
John Baseter. 








FORMATION OF POCAHONTAS COUNTY 
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THE FIRST COUNTY COURT. 

' In conformity with the before mentioned act, the first 
Countv Court ever held for Pocahontas County, convened at the home 
of John Bradshaw, at what is now the village of Huntersville, on the 
5th day of March, 1822, the day appointed for that purpose. The fol¬ 
lowing justices of the peace, each holding commissions signed by his 
excellency, Thomas Mann Randolph, Governor of the Commonwealth of 
Virginia, namely: John Jordan, William Poage, Jr., James Tallman, 
Robert Gay, George Poage, Benjamin Tallman, John Baxter and George 
Burner. John Baxter qualified the Court, each member of which took 
the oath of office, the oath of fidelity to the Commonwealth, the 
; a * h to support the Constitution of the United States, and the oath , 
against dueling. William Poage then in'turn administered the several 
cabhB to John Baxter, and the Court was declared open for the trans- 
aclion of such business as might properly come before it. 

John Jordan then presented a commission from the Governor 
olr.tlr.g high sheriff of the county, after which he gave bond 
Penalty of 330,000, with Abraham, McNeel and Isaac McNeel as his 
tor.-r.--.on, anc took tne several oaths prescribed by law 
• nr *.r.vr. apf/ointed clerk of the Court, and with Thomas Beard, 
i '■ ,ir ' •' - : - B ‘Oilman entered into a bond of S3 000 
and at c.- .d upon the discharge of his duties. 
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' •.'iticee present except Robert Gay. John Jordan, who ^he 
nnd qualified as high sheriff, came into court and 

eon, Johnathan, be appointed as his deputy ana the f 

court being of the opinion that the said Johnathan Jordan Is * man^o 
honesty, probity and good demeanor, and he is^theieio e p ' proceeded 
qualify; whereupon he took the several oaths. The cour P - 

to appoint overseers or surveyors of the various roaas, comp 
prospective, within the county and the names of those who assumed 
charge of the highways and thoroughfares through the mountains of what 
a few years before had been the wilds of West Augusta, were as follows. 
James Callison, William Edmiston, John Hill, John Cochran, Alexanaer 
'.v ad ell John McNeel (little John), Robert Moore, Martin Dilley, Benjamin 
Arbogast, William Sharp, William Hartman, and Joseph Wolfenbarger. 

Robert Gay was then appointed commissioner of the revenue; whereupon he 
came into court, and with William Cackley and John Baxter entered into 
a bond In the penalty of $1,000, after which he took the several oaths 
required by law. 


The court then proceeded to organize the county militia,as 
a part of the military establishment of the State. The following named 
persons were named as "fit and proper" to fill the respective offices, 
ar.d the governor and council requested to appoint the same; John Baxter 
: :r colonel commandant of the county of Pocahontas; Benjamin Tallman 
for the office of lieutenant colonel; William Blair for major; Boone 
Talir.an, William Arbogast, Henry Herold, Isaac Moore, and Mllburn Hughes, 
captains; Andrew G. IAathews, Robert Warwick, William Morgan, William 
Your.g and James Rhea, for lieutenants; Jacob Slaven, James Wanlees 
Samuel Young, and James Calli6on, for ensigns. 


Acraham McNeel was recommended to the Governor as a suit¬ 
able person to discharge the office of coroner for the countv. A license 
w ft6 granted to Travis W Perkins to keep a house of entertalLent, who 
—e became ohe first hotel proprietor in Pocahontas County. Jacob W 

sE-ass: 

S!".; 

. o.rt bavins put both the civil Rn d military mmhi ^ P ^ the 

1AAY TERM OF 1822. 

r or the r.ont5^"aS n tIS 9 fiJHt t irand U ^ e ° f J ° hn Bradshaw on the 
■ 5 . u,.o,tn„ county was Ln1 that ever for the 

rc,*.o*ii,s nai.'.od j.croonn* Diunucl tin *\ nCi f worn ‘ Wfts composed 
." r * Jo :; n Johr.eon, Jooiiph Fr t .„ d 5^® r J y ; f ©**«»•», John Moonev, 

SSS.T2SK; 

.. 

OsiAh br*i» * ° Smith for 


7th 




m 3 .V- mi 


»l J 







